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Mr. Douglas M. Burney, Director

(703) 743-3472    email: Burneydm@pwcs.edu
 Welcome!

Congratulations for choosing to be part of the Battlefield High School Choral Department.  This handbook will give you some important information for becoming a successful member of the BHS Choir. All choir members and parents are urged to read the entire handbook carefully at the beginning of the school year to gain a clear understanding of the expectations of all choir members and knowledge of procedures to follow that will help our organization run in a positive and smooth manner. Students who are most successful in both their personal life and their music have some things in common.  Those common attributes that contribute to their success are as follows:

1. They have a strong personal desire to succeed no matter how hard they have to work.

2. They are never afraid to keep trying, even if they fail the first few times.

3. They pay no attention to “peer pressure” but instead concern themselves with what they believe is a moral and beneficial course of action.

4. They show excellent personal discipline and make every attempt to do as their director instructs them.

5. They are involved in all of their school studies and are committed to excellence in their total life.

In short, they are DISCIPLINED, DEDICATED and RESPONSIBLE. 

All I ask of you is to give me your best on a daily basis while in my classroom.  Fine musical experiences go beyond just singing notes correctly.  Expressive, meaningful, musical performances require more.  They require you to give a part of yourself.  I care deeply about your learning and I require that you care also.  Success is a choice at Battlefield; I will encourage you to achieve your very best.

Statement of Purpose 

The BHS Choral Department is committed to excellence in the performance of choral music literature from the Middle Ages to the 21-century.  Choirs perform music from countries around the world in their original languages, as well as from our own American heritage. Sacred music is performed for its historical and artistic merit and not for its theological content.

Instructional curriculum includes methods for developing appropriate vocal production, choral blend and articulation, sight-reading, theory, music history as well as performance and rehearsal decorum.

Students are afforded the opportunity to develop their individual vocal talents in a positive, encouraging, ensemble setting.  Several concerts are given in a public performance throughout the year.

Battlefield Choral Department

Classroom Procedures

1. The choral student will respect teachers and students at all times, and will abide by the Prince William County Schools Code of Behavior. 

2. No gum, food or drinks (except water) in the choir room/auditorium/practice rooms.
3. No talking or texting while the director is rehearsing the choir. 

4. Students will participate in all class activities unless excused by a note from a parent or doctor. The note must be given to the director at the start of class.

5. Class begins when the tardy bell rings. Any student not in his/her assigned seat with their folder will be marked tardy.

6. Folders: Each student is responsible for a black three ring binder and the music in it. Each folder should include a #2 pencil. Folders will be checked for correct markings and pencils at various intervals during the school year. Students will pay for lost folders and music. Students are encouraged to bring their folders home to practice.
7. Students will not be excused from the classroom except in cases of emergency or an excused pass from a faculty member.  
8. Students are not permitted to use equipment without the permission of a music faculty member. 

9. Texting/Tweeting, etc. during rehearsals is not allowed. 

Acceptable Performance Behavior

1. Maintain a calm, professional attitude at all times.

2. Enter and leave the risers silently with arms at side and head level.

3. Give your full attention to the conductor.

4. Take a deep breath and focus.

5. Involve your face appropriately as you perform.

6. Acknowledge your applause.

7. Respect your chaperones and follow their directions. 

8. Remain quietly in your assigned seat and respond appropriately to other performers. 
9. Be sure to congratulate other performers after the concert!

10. Text messaging and the use of cell phones or iPods during a rehearsal or concert is NOT acceptable behavior.

Battlefield Choral Department
Grading Procedures and Concert Attendance

1. Formative assessments
 
40%

See Choral Performance Rubric  
Students are expected to:



See Participation Grade Chart
· Be on time, in seat with folder and pencil before the tardy bell rings.

· Be on task, respectful, and attentive at all times

· Use proper singing posture and technique
A ~ Exceeds all expectations

B ~ Consistently meets all expectations

C ~ Meets some expectations

D ~ Below expectations

F ~ Consistently below expectations

2. Summative assessments


60%

See Sight Singing Rubric

A. Sight Singing

Sight-reading: at least 4 grades per nine weeks 


Score testing: at least 5 grades per nine weeks (in class solo or small group)

B. WRITTEN TESTS/PROJECTS

Includes all materials covered in class and/or projects assigned by the teacher including theory workbooks.

C. CONCERTS




The music department adheres to the school board policy that states: 

Members of performing musical organizations are to be present at all rehearsals and public performances except in case of personal sickness, death in the family, an Act of God, or extenuating circumstances approved by the director and/or the principal. 

1. Any student who has a conflict with any scheduled performance or after school rehearsal must notify the director at least one week in advance with a note written and signed by the parent. If a conflict arises with another activity, the student should consult with the director prior to the event. 

2. Any student who has an excused absence from a performance or rehearsal must present a note from the parent and schedule a make-up session within two school days after the concert. After two days, the absence becomes unexcused and the student will receive a failing grade for the concert. 

3. All rehearsals are required in order to participate in the concert. 

Concert expectations: Students are to be on time, wearing appropriate concert attire, with music prepared and memorized.  Students must follow acceptable performance behavior (as covered in class) and remain respectful to all other performers. 

A ~ Exceeds expectations

C ~ meets some expectations

B ~ Consistently meets expectations
D and F ~ Below expectations
Battlefield Choral Department

Outfits

In order to give a polished, professional appearance for our performances, each student will be required to wear the designated outfit. If any student is unable to provide the resources for an outfit, the parent(s) can discuss this in confidence with the director.  Financial accommodations may be arranged based on student need and Choral Boosters’ financial ability. Further, there will be multiple fundraising opportunities throughout the year. A required chorus 2019-2020 choir t-shirt is part of your choral fee, as well as All County audition fees, All District audition fees, music fees, choreographer fees, fitting and hemming fees. Those students taking multiple ensembles are only responsible for a one-time fee. Parents t-shirts will be available very soon!  

Donne Coro Women

Rent from Choral Boosters:  Black Choir dress, pearls -$125
Women must wear black flat closed-toe dress shoes, with natural color hosiery.

Bella Voce


Rent from Choral Boosters:  Black Choir dress, pearls -$125
Women must wear black flat closed-toe dress shoes, with natural color hosiery.

Bel Canto

Rent from Choral Boosters: Black Choir dress with silver pashmina - $125
Women must wear black flat closed-toe dress shoes, with natural color hosiery

Battlefield Singers Women


Rent Choral Boosters: Black Choir dress with purple pashmina -$125

Women must wear black flat closed-toe dress shoes, with natural color hosiery.

Varsity Men’s Choir

Men provide their own black dress shoes, and black socks. 

Rent from Choral Boosters:  Black Tuxedo jacket, Black Pants - $125
White tuxedo shirt, black bowtie, cummerbund
Men’s Choir
Men provide their own black dress shoes, and black socks. 

Rent from Choral Boosters:  Black Tuxedo jacket, Black Pants - $125
Black dress shirt, silver long neck-tie
Battlefield Singers Men 
Men provide their own black dress shoes and black dress socks. 

Rent from Choral Boosters:  Black Tuxedo jackets and pants - $125
Black dress shirt, black long neck-tie
In order to remain exceptional representatives of Battlefield High School… 

· Boosters are responsible for any Hemming or alterations. DO NOT CUT OFF ANY MATERIAL FOR ANY REASON.

· All rental outfits must be returned, clean, in excellent condition at the end of the year. These are the property of Battlefield Choral Boosters and BHS. 

· Absolutely no jewelry of any kind UNLESS it is a medical bracelet or medical necklace glitter, or unnatural colored hair when in uniform.

· One pair of small stud earrings is permitted. 

· Students are to conduct themselves in a calm, respectful manner when in uniform, as they represent the VOICE of Battlefield High School!  
Checks for any item made out to BATTLEFIELD CHORAL BOOSTERS (BCB)
Battlefield Choral Department

2019-2020 Calendar

Reminder: All rehearsals and performances are mandatory. Attendance at rehearsals is required in order to participate in the performance. You must be on time to each rehearsal/performance in order to participate and receive the full grade.  Share this calendar with family as well as coaches/activity sponsors. Additional performance and rehearsal dates may be scheduled.

September 
13 ~ State Honors (Seniors only) audition money due ($17 State Honors)

21 ~ All County Choir Auditions, Patriot High School  (TBD)
27 ~ All money for uniforms due by this date.  Checks to BCB (Choral Boosters)
October

12 ~ State Honors Choir Auditions (Seniors only):  Longwood University, Farmville, VA (TBD)
15 ~ Pyramid Concert Dress rehearsal 2:15-4:15 

17 ~ Pyramid Concert 5:30PM call time; 7:00PM concert time MANDATORY (need auditorium 7AM-2PM)
25 & 26 ~ All County Choir, Freedom (Woodbridge) High School (Concert on 26th TBD)  

November


5 ~ All District Choir Auditions, Potomac High School
21 - 23 ~ VMEA Senior Honors Choir, The Homestead, Hot Springs, VA

December

5 ~ Performance at Heritage Hunt (Battlefield Singers only) TBD
10 ~ Winter Concert Dress Rehearsal 2:45-4:30PM MANDATORY @Park Valley Church
11 ~ Winter Concert @Park Valley Church: call time for students 5:00PM; Concert begins at 7:00PM (free admission, but we ask each family bring canned food items to donate to the Haymarket food pantry)


January 
February

7-8 ~ All District Choir , Stonewall Jackson High School (Concert on the 8th)

8 ~ All VA auditions
March  

20 ~ DISTRICT IX CHORAL ASSESSMENT at Colgan High School (TBD)

21 ~ DISTRICT IX CHORAL ASSESSMENT at Colgan High School (TBD)

23-27 ~ Choreography intensive with David Reid (Spring Show)
April 
2-9 ~ Spring Trip to Hawaii over Spring Break
23-25 ~ All VA Choir, Richmond (TBD)
May 
11, 13-14 ~Spring Show Tech rehearsals and dress rehearsals (Auditorium from 4:30PM-6:30PM)

12 ~ Choir Banquet (TBD) (commons, choir room 3PM-9PM)


16 ~ Spring Show- 80s (Matinee at 2:30PM; evening show at 7:00PM)

June
Graduation TBD

12 ~ Last day of school

*This calendar is subject to more dates and times added or subtracted. Per PWC policy, all mandatory rehearsal or performance dates added to the BHS choir calendar will be communicated at least two weeks prior to the added event and are mandatory. *
BATTLEFIELD CHORAL DEPARTMENT

STUDENT CONTRACT

· I have read the classroom procedures and agree to follow them at all times.  Respect for all at all times.  I represent Battlefield High School Choir.

_________Student initials

· I have reviewed the grading procedures and understand how I will be graded.  If I have questions about my grade, I will ask my choir director.

_________Student initials

· I understand how to obtain points towards my letter.  To receive letter points, I must participate in all required activities and several optional activities.

_________Student initials

· I have shared the calendar with my parents and will attend all mandatory rehearsals and concerts.  I understand the concert attendance policy and expectations.  I will share the schedule with my coach/activity sponsor/employer.

_________Student initials

· I have shared the uniform information with my parents and will come to concerts on time and dressed appropriately.  I will return any rented outfit cleaned and in excellent condition at the end of the year.

_________Student initials

PARENT AGREEMENT

· I have reviewed the classroom and grading procedures.  I understand how my child will be assessed by using the attached rubrics and participation chart. If there are questions, I will contact the choir director immediately for a conference.

_________Parent initials

· I understand that attendance at rehearsals and concerts are mandatory, and my child has shared the calendar with me.  My child will be picked up immediately after the performance ends.  I have read the concert attendance policy.

_________Parent initials

· I have reviewed the outfit information and will pay the rental fee and/or purchase fee on Outfit Day.  If there are financial concerns, I can discuss arrangements in confidence with the choir director.  Rental outfits will be returned to BHS cleaned and in excellent condition at the end of the year.

_________Parent initials

We have understood the information in this handbook and agree to its contents.

Student signature_________________Parent signature__________________Date_________

Parent email __________________________________________________________________

